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Under Governor Maggie Hassan’s leadership, New Hampshire’s economy continues to 
strengthen. The state’s unemployment rate is among the lowest in the country and the 
lowest rate New Hampshire has seen in over 15 years. 

Reports have ranked New Hampshire as the best state to live and one of the strongest 
states in the union based on the strength of our economy, safety of our communities 
and high quality of life. 

As Governor, Maggie has stood up for fiscal responsibility, enacting two balanced 
budgets that support critical economic priorities without a sales or income tax, and has 
managed the budget to a surplus while significantly strengthening the rainy day fund 
and protecting the state’s bond rating. 

While New Hampshire’s economy is in many respects ahead of the curve, Maggie knows 
there is more work to do to ensure that all Granite Staters are equipped to succeed in 
the changing American economy. 

As Governor, Maggie has shown that it’s possible to bring people together across party 
lines to lay the foundation for a new generation of innovative economic growth and to 
support companies that create good-paying jobs that sustain a thriving middle class. 

It’s long past time for Washington to take the same approach. But instead of working 
together to solve problems for our families and small businesses, Washington has given 
in to corporate special interests that have rigged the system for themselves and against 
the middle class. Maggie has an economic plan to help change that. 

This Innovate NH 2.0 plan lays out a roadmap for fostering innovation, supporting 
job-creating businesses and expanding opportunity for hard-working families – a 
model for inclusive economic growth that will allow all Granite Staters the opportunity 
to work their way to a middle class life. Innovate NH 2.0 covers five key priorities: (1) 
encouraging business innovation and growth, (2) developing a 21st century workforce, 
(3) helping middle class families make ends meet, (4) building a cleaner, more affordable 
energy future and (5) fixing our roads, bridges and other infrastructure systems. The 
Governor has also worked to ensure that the plan is fiscally responsible as outlined in 
the final section.

Innovate NH 2.0 builds on the innovation plan that Governor Hassan first laid out 
during her 2012 gubernatorial campaign and has worked with members of both parties 
to achieve during her time in office.

A Granite State Roadmap for Fostering Innovation, Supporting Job-Creating 
Businesses and Expanding Opportunity for Hard-Working Families that 
Washington Ought to Follow

Innovate NH 2.0
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Parts of this plan are based on successful models that are already being implemented in 
New Hampshire, while other sections are based on good ideas at the state and national 
level that are currently being blocked by corporate special interests in Washington. 
Many of these proposals have strong bipartisan support, and in the United States 
Senate, Maggie will work across party lines to make progress on these priorities, take 
on corporate special interests and get results for hard-working families and small 
businesses – just as she has as Governor. 
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Small businesses and entrepreneurs are the engines of economic growth in the 21st 
century economy, and as Governor, Maggie Hassan has focused on helping innovative 
businesses start up and grow. She worked to cut taxes for research and development and 
small businesses while protecting investments in critical economic priorities. She also 
launched the award-winning Live Free & Start initiative to support start-ups and help 
them access capital. And Maggie has worked to improve the state’s focus on customer 
service through efforts like Business One Stop, which helps businesses more easily learn 
what they need to do to start or expand in New Hampshire. 

In the Senate, Maggie will continue working to support innovative businesses through 
efforts like cutting red tape, expanding the federal Research & Development tax credit 
and supporting start-ups. 

Cut red tape: Sometimes the best way government can help entrepreneurs succeed is to 
cut through the red tape and paperwork so that these innovators can focus on getting 
their businesses going. Maggie believes we need to take steps to reduce the regulatory 
burden on new companies, such as allowing more entrepreneurs to file their taxes once 
during the year, instead of four separate times, as their companies are getting off the 
ground. 

Expand the R&D tax credit: As Governor, Maggie successfully fought to increase and 
make permanent the state’s Research & Development tax credit. At the federal level, 
Maggie will work to expand the impact and availability of the federal R&D tax credit 
to better support private sector research and innovation. That means simplifying the 
calculation to reduce compliance costs, making the credit more available to start-ups 
and improving promotion of the tax credit to increase access by small businesses. 

Support start-ups and small businesses: Making it easier for innovative businesses 
to start up and grow in New Hampshire is critical to laying the foundation for a new 
generation of economic growth, and Maggie will work to build on her efforts to support 
these new businesses in the Senate. Maggie believes we should expand the deduction 
that new businesses can take for start-up expenditures when they launch. She also 
believes we should sustain and grow successful programs like the State Small Business 
Credit Initiative, a bipartisan effort to leverage federal funds to help small businesses 
access private credit that has already helped fund more than $13 million in investments 
and loans to New Hampshire manufacturing, software and biotech companies. And 
she supports the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Small Business Development 
Centers that help small businesses and start-ups. She believes we should expand new 
programs like the SBA’s Growth Accelerator Fund Competition, which awards cash 
prizes to start-up accelerators such as the Hannah Grimes Center in Keene that help 
serve entrepreneurs across the country.

1. Encouraging Business Innovation            
and Growth
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Encourage more women-owned businesses: While nearly half of all workers are 
women, only 1 in 5 start-ups has a woman founder. Maggie believes we need to do a 
better job of empowering women entrepreneurs to take the leap and start their own 
small businesses. That includes encouraging more women and girls to go into Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM). It also means increasing support for 
facilities that help launch women-owned businesses, such as the Center for Women’s 
Business Advancement at Southern New Hampshire University and the Center for 
Women & Enterprise’s (CWE) Women Business Center in Nashua. 

Boost business exports: International trade, when done right, can help New 
Hampshire’s innovative businesses compete across the country and in the global 
economy. As Governor, Maggie reinvested in the state’s trade promotion efforts and 
revitalized New Hampshire’s international trade office to help our businesses enter 
new markets around the globe and create good jobs here at home. Maggie supports 
the Export-Import Bank because it helps businesses sell their goods abroad at no cost 
to the American taxpayer and will defend the Bank against partisan attempts to shut 
it down. And she will support trade policies that protect Granite State workers and 
boost our local businesses while opposing trade deals that don’t do enough to help New 
Hampshire’s workers and local businesses, such as the Trans-Pacific Partnership.
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Invest in small business innovation: The federal government makes critical investments 
in STEM research to help drive the innovations that are essential to our long-term 
competitiveness and growth. Innovative small businesses must be able to access this 
funding in order to support this critical R&D work. The Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs enable small 
businesses to explore and commercialize new technologies in key STEM areas, from 
nanotechnology to clean energy to biomedicine and beyond. Many of today’s successful 
companies got early-stage support from SBIR & STTR, and Maggie will work to expand 
these successful programs to help uncover the technologies of tomorrow. 

Inspire the next generation of entrepreneurs: Today’s students are tomorrow’s leaders, 
and Maggie will work to help spark the next generation’s entrepreneurial spirit. She 
supports launching a national student entrepreneurship competition to inspire young 
people to pursue this path. Homegrown New Hampshire programs such as BizGen can 
serve as models for a nationwide effort.
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2. Developing a 21st Century Workforce

While some in Washington have voted to slash Pell Grants and limit the ability of 
students to refinance their student loans, Governor Maggie Hassan has worked across 
the aisle to make higher education more affordable for students across New Hampshire 
and to help ensure that innovative businesses have the 21st century workforce they 
need to thrive and grow. Under Maggie’s leadership, New Hampshire froze tuition at 
its university system for the first time in 25 years and lowered tuition at community 
colleges. 

Maggie’s work as Governor also included launching a Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math Task Force to modernize STEM education and working with community 
colleges in New Hampshire to align their programs with the needs of innovative 
businesses that are already here and looking to hire. 

The Governor also supported job training efforts and recently announced a new 
program called Gateway to Work, which will help develop and expand New Hampshire’s 
workforce and ensure that all Granite Staters have the opportunity to succeed. 

Maggie will continue fighting to reduce the burden of student loan debt and strengthen 
the workforce development pipeline for innovative businesses through efforts like 
allowing students to refinance their loans, fighting for debt-free public college and 
expanding technical training and apprenticeships. 

Provide student loan debt relief by allowing borrowers to refinance their loans: In 
the wake of the recession, outstanding student loan debt jumped over 80% in just a 
few years. Over 40 million Americans have student loan debt, and New Hampshire 
graduates owe more than $33,000 on average, creating serious economic strain for 
borrowers and their families. Maggie will fight to help these borrowers by allowing 
them to refinance their loans at today’s lower interest rates, a move that could benefit 
an estimated 129,000 Granite Staters. She will also work to cut interest rates for new 
student loans to stop the federal government from profiting off of this debt. And she will 
make it easier for borrowers to enroll in income-based repayment programs that cap 
their monthly payments and allow borrowers to pause repayments as they transition to 
high-need careers or start new businesses. 

Reduce the cost of college: The cost of college is rising quickly around the country, and 
too many families are struggling to afford higher education. In New Hampshire, the 
Governor successfully froze in-state tuition at our universities for the first time in 25 
years and reduced tuition at community colleges. At the federal level, she will continue 
fighting to ensure that hard-working families can afford to send their children to college 
– including working to expand Pell Grants, consolidating and expanding tax incentives 
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to help students and families save and pay for college, encouraging schools to 
experiment with ways of lowering the cost of delivering high-quality higher education 
and fighting to achieve debt-free public college for all families. 

Simplify the college application process: Maggie believes we must take steps to simplify 
the college and financial aid application process to encourage more qualified students 
to get the college education they need to get ahead and stay ahead. In New Hampshire, 
all 11th grade students now take the SAT during the school day as their annual statewide 
assessment, and during College Application Week in November many New Hampshire 
schools have begun helping students fill out college applications. Maggie will work to 
build on these initiatives and expand them nationwide, while also supporting bipartisan 
efforts to simplify the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and use the 
Department of Education’s new college scorecards to help students and families get the 
information they need to compare schools and make smart choices. 

Expand job training and apprenticeship programs: Job training and adult education 
are also essential to helping Granite Staters access good 21st century jobs, and Maggie 
will continue fighting to ensure that our workers have the skills employers are looking 
for. As Governor, Maggie worked to develop a new program to partner manufacturing 
companies with local schools, funded job training grants around the state and launched 
the Gateway to Work program to create new apprenticeship opportunities and help 
remove barriers that too many of our citizens face in the workplace. In the Senate, she 
will work to build on New Hampshire’s progress through bipartisan efforts to expand 
apprenticeship opportunities and by making federal higher education grants and loans 
more flexible to enable adult workers to learn new skills. 

Focus on STEM in schools: As Governor, Maggie launched a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math Task Force to modernize K-12 education in those areas, and 
she believes that we must have the same focus on STEM and the arts (STEAM) at the 
national level. In the Senate, she will work to support local schools’ efforts to enhance 
their STEAM opportunities, including expanding programs to teach coding and 
computer science. She will also promote efforts to encourage girls to engage in STEM 
education at the same rate as boys. 

Reduce levels of standardized testing with locally-managed assessments: New 
Hampshire has been at the forefront of developing competency-based education. 
Under Maggie’s leadership, New Hampshire launched a pilot program that reduces the 
level of standardized testing in favor of more locally-managed assessments that are 
better integrated into students’ day-to-day work. This pilot is expected to expand in the 
coming years to more New Hampshire schools and can serve as a national model for 
competency-based education and integrated testing. 
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Increase access to high-quality early childhood education: Expanding access to high-
quality, affordable early childhood education is one of the best investments we can 
make in our future by helping to prepare kids to reach their full potential in school 
and beyond. The Governor has endorsed the framework developed by Spark NH, an 
early childhood advisory council, to help meet the needs of New Hampshire’s children 
and has advocated for access to full-day kindergarten across New Hampshire. Maggie 
believes the federal government should work with states to improve access to high-
quality pre-K through programs like Head Start and to encourage full-day kindergarten.
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3. Helping Middle Class Families Make   
Ends Meet 

As Governor, Maggie Hassan has worked to increase economic opportunity for hard-
working families through efforts like expanding access to health coverage to nearly 
50,000 Granite Staters, signing the New Hampshire Paycheck Fairness Act to help 
ensure that everyone earns equal pay for equal work and fighting to restore and increase 
New Hampshire’s minimum wage. 

In the Senate, Maggie will fight to end tax breaks for special interests so that we can help 
ease the tax burden on the middle class. Maggie will also continue fighting to raise the 
minimum wage, help families afford child care, expand paid family leave, require equal 
pay for equal work, enhance retirement security and crack down on hidden fees that 
increase costs for consumers. 

Provide tax relief to middle class families: While the American economy continues 
to experience a recovery, too many families are still being left out or left behind. 
Productivity and corporate profits continue to climb, but wages aren’t rising at the same 
rate. Maggie understands how hard middle class families are working and believes that 
it is long past time that they got a raise. She supports enacting a new tax cut of $1,000 
per year for middle class families and expanding the child tax credit as part of an effort 
to reform our tax code and restore some common sense, including by getting rid of 
special interest tax breaks that we don’t need and can’t afford, such as tax breaks for Big 
Oil, companies shipping jobs overseas and lobbyists. 

Help families afford child care and expand paid family leave: In many places, child care 
now costs more than rent or even college tuition, and many workers lack the support of 
guaranteed paid family leave. Maggie believes that we need to take action to ensure that 
all families can afford high-quality child care, including streamlining existing programs 
and enhancing the Child and Dependent Care tax credit. She also believes that we must 
take steps to help more workers access paid leave, ease the tax burden on caregivers and 
consider proposals to help caregivers get credit toward their Social Security benefits 
when they take time off or reduce their hours at work to care for family members. 

Raise the minimum wage: Maggie believes that no one who is working a full-time job 
should have to live in poverty. But right now, someone earning the minimum wage 
can’t make ends meet – earning far less than the federal poverty level for a family of 
four. Maggie supports raising the minimum wage for the first time in nearly a decade to 
$12 an hour to help ensure that more people are included in our economic growth and 
to help our economy by putting more money in the pockets of hard-working people. 
And she believes that we should build on New Hampshire’s recent law that prevents 
employers from paying disabled workers a sub-minimum wage by extending the same 
protection at the federal level.



11Innovate NH 2.0

Crack down on hidden fees that increase costs for consumers: The rising cost of living 
is holding back too many hard-working families. One problem that many consumers 
face is hidden fees that companies tack on to bills for products such as internet and 
cell phone service, credit cards and ATM withdrawals. To reduce costs for consumers, 
Maggie supports requiring better disclosure and placing common-sense limits on 
certain fees. 

Encourage employee profit sharing: As corporate profits rise while wages for workers 
continue to lag behind, Maggie believes it’s time for fresh thinking about compensating 
employees for their efforts. New Hampshire companies such as Hypertherm have been 
leaders in demonstrating that profit sharing can work for employees and employers 
– boosting productivity while providing employees with shares of the company to 
give them an ownership stake. In the Senate, Maggie will work to encourage more 
companies to explore this option to empower their workers while encouraging loyalty 
and improving their bottom line. 

Require equal pay for equal work: On average, American women make only 79% of what 
men make. Maggie knows that needs to change. As Governor, she signed a state-level 
Paycheck Fairness Act to help women earn equal pay for equal work. And to build on 
that progress, Maggie believes it’s critical to pass the federal Paycheck Fairness Act to 
help ensure that working women get the equal pay they deserve. 

Protect Medicaid expansion and continue working to reduce health care costs: Under 
Maggie’s leadership, New Hampshire passed a fiscally responsible, bipartisan health care 
expansion plan that is already providing quality, affordable coverage – including for 
mental health and substance abuse treatment – to nearly 50,000 hard-working Granite 
Staters and helping to address cost-shifting onto all of our people and businesses. 
Maggie believes that we must protect this expansion and fight back against repeal efforts 
to prevent thousands of New Hampshire families from losing their health insurance. 
She will also continue working to lower health care costs by increasing competition, 
supporting Accountable Care Organizations and working to get less expensive generic 
drugs to market more quickly. 

Enhance retirement security and protect Social Security and Medicare: Uneven wage 
growth has left too many of our workers unable to put away enough in savings, forcing 
them to work well past the typical retirement age or make do with inadequate assets. 
Maggie is a strong supporter of the Medicare and Social Security programs that hard-
working people have paid into and, as a result, earned benefits from throughout their 
careers, and she will fight any effort to turn Medicare into a voucher program or cut 
Social Security benefits. Maggie also believes that we should take steps to protect these 
programs for future generations, including allowing Medicare to negotiate prescription 
drug prices, asking the wealthiest Americans to pay a little more into the Social Security 
system and doing more to eliminate waste, fraud and abuse in these programs. And 
she believes we should take additional steps to help families save for retirement, such 
as expanding tax credits to encourage small businesses to provide retirement plans for 
their workers. 
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Defend equal access to health care for women: When women have to pay more for 
their health care – including paying out of pocket for contraception – or aren’t given 
the freedom to decide when to start a family, it not only undermines their freedom, 
it creates a significant economic strain. Maggie will continue fighting to protect a 
woman’s right to make her own health decisions, maintain health coverage that includes 
contraception, make reproductive health services more affordable and stand up against 
attempts to defund Planned Parenthood and undermine Roe v. Wade. 

Limit corporate special interest influence on the political process: The Supreme 
Court’s decision in Citizens United helped blow open the door to unlimited dark money 
in politics. Maggie has fought against the influence of corporate special interests in 
New Hampshire, and as Governor she was proud to sign a common sense, bipartisan 
measure to strengthen reporting requirements for political committees in the state. In 
the Senate, Maggie will fight for a constitutional amendment to reverse Citizens United 
and reduce the influence of these special interests on our democracy.
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4. Building a Cleaner, More Affordable   
Energy Future

While too many in Washington allow corporate special interests like the Koch Brothers 
to advance their anti-environment agenda, in New Hampshire, Governor Maggie 
Hassan has been a champion for combating climate change and has led efforts to build a 
cleaner, more affordable energy future. 

As a State Senator, Maggie sponsored legislation that allowed New Hampshire to join 
the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), a market-based program to reduce 
harmful emissions and energy costs, create jobs and encourage innovation in New 
Hampshire’s clean energy economy. Maggie also helped pass the state’s Renewable 
Portfolio Standard (RPS) to maintain and grow our clean renewable energy sector. 

Maggie has worked to strengthen and build on these efforts as Governor, including 
raising the net metering cap to boost New Hampshire’s solar industry, signing legislation 
updating the state’s RGGI and RPS laws and working with all stakeholders to develop 
a long-term State Energy Plan that focuses on diversifying the state’s energy resources 
and reducing costs for ratepayers. 

The Governor believes we need to build on our progress in New Hampshire and 
continue to press for clean energy solutions to fuel the future. That’s why she believes 
we need to take action now to set strong goals for clean energy, expand RGGI and 
develop a national net metering model rule.
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Set strong goals for clean energy: Maggie believes we must take action immediately to 
curb the devastating effects of climate change and prevent irreversible changes. Under 
her leadership, New Hampshire has set strong goals by joining with other New England 
states and Eastern Canadian provinces to set a new goal for emissions reductions and 
signing onto the Under 2 MOU to limit the increase in global average temperature to 
less than two degrees Celsius. Maggie believes it’s time for Congress to get on board and 
set a strong national target of 50 percent clean and carbon-free electricity by 2030. 

Expand RGGI: As a State Senator, Maggie sponsored legislation that allowed the state to 
join the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), a market-based program to reduce 
harmful emissions and energy costs, create jobs and encourage innovation in New 
Hampshire’s clean energy economy. As Governor, she has worked to update and protect 
this critical program. RGGI has become a national model and an important precursor 
to the Clean Power Plan. Maggie believes we should continue to promote RGGI as a 
model, ensure that RGGI can serve as a mechanism by which states can comply with the 
Clean Power Plan and expand RGGI’s reach by encouraging more states to join. 

Extend clean energy tax incentives: Tax incentives for clean energy help pave the way 
for investments in renewable energy resources such as wind and solar. These long-term 
investments require stability and certainty, but Congress has been playing games with 
these tax credits with piecemeal, last-minute extensions and periodic lapses. In the 
Senate, Maggie will fight to extend these clean energy tax incentives further into the 
future while ending special tax breaks for fossil fuels. 

Promote smart grid technology: America’s aging power grid has led to disruptions and 
inefficient energy losses for years. Maggie knows that it’s time for an upgrade. Smart 
grid technologies help increase automation and efficiency, saving energy and lowering 
costs for consumers. In the Senate, Maggie will push for increased federal support for 
smart grid investments, including federal matching funds and grants to help develop 
new innovative technologies. 

Develop a national net metering model rule: New Hampshire has been ranked as one 
of the top five states for renewable energy, and Maggie has been a leader in working to 
boost clean energy efforts. As Governor, Maggie recently signed bipartisan legislation 
raising the cap on net metering in order to support solar and other small-scale clean 
energy investments. She will work to build on New Hampshire’s leadership in this 
area by creating a strong national net metering model rule that states can look to for 
guidance when setting their own net metering standards. 

Improve the FERC process: While small-scale renewable energy projects are essential 
for reaching a sustainable energy future, large-scale energy projects continue to play 
a role in building the capacity needed to power our homes and businesses. But these 
projects must take into account the potential environmental, health and economic 
impacts in the communities where they are built. The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) process does not always allow adequate public participation to 
ensure that the agency takes local views into account. Maggie supports efforts to reform 
and improve the FERC process and allow the public’s voice to be heard.
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Increase energy efficiency, clean energy use by the federal government: Under Maggie’s 
leadership, New Hampshire state government has led by example on clean energy, 
reducing fossil fuel energy use by nearly 21 percent over the past 10 years and setting 
ambitious, achievable new goals to reduce fossil fuel use 50 percent by 2030 compared 
with a 2005 baseline. The federal government has likewise taken steps to improve 
energy efficiency and invest in clean energy. The Department of Defense – one of the 
largest energy consumers in the world – has committed to energy security by making 
large investments in clean energy and setting a target of 25 percent renewable energy by 
2025. Maggie will continue working to highlight, expand and fully fund these forward-
looking efforts to lead by example and encourage others to take these same prudent 
steps.
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5. Fixing Our Roads, Bridges and Other 
Infrastructure Systems
A solid and modern transportation infrastructure is essential to laying the foundation 
for inclusive economic growth. As Governor, Maggie Hassan passed a bipartisan, 
business-backed transportation plan to begin fixing our highways, roads and bridges 
and to finish the long-overdue expansion of I-93 – the most significant state-level 
investment in 23 years. She has also continued to fight to bring commuter rail from 
Boston to Nashua and Manchester. 

Maggie also recently joined with other Governors to call for full federal funding of the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund and the Clean Water Revolving Fund, both of 
which are critical for supporting state efforts to upgrade drinking water infrastructure in 
New Hampshire. 

Maggie believes we need those in Washington to come together to make investments in 
our infrastructure and ensure that it meets the needs of a 21st century economy – a goal 
she believes we can accomplish by encouraging public-private partnerships, establishing 
a national Infrastructure Bank, strengthening our water infrastructure and expanding 
broadband access. 

Encourage public-private partnerships: Maggie believes we need to find new, innovative 
ways of financing critical infrastructure projects. That includes streamlining regulations 
to encourage more public-private partnerships where government agencies and 
private companies work together to finance, build, operate and maintain infrastructure 
assets. The Governor will soon sign a bill supporting public-private partnerships for 
infrastructure projects at the state level, and she believes we should do more at the 
federal level to encourage these efforts. 

Establish a national Infrastructure Bank: Maggie also believes we should help jump-start 
infrastructure investment by creating a national Infrastructure Bank, an independent 
government corporation that would leverage public seed money to support 
infrastructure projects by state and local governments and private companies. The 
Bank would select projects and make loans based on merit, and the Bank would be self-
financing after the initial public investment. 

Fight for transit projects that will spark economic growth: Maggie supports efforts 
to bring commuter rail from Boston to Nashua and Manchester, a project that 
would improve access to the entire region, provide new transportation and housing 
opportunities that young people and families are looking for, spur economic 
development and create jobs. She also understands the need to ensure that federal 
support is available for these critical development projects to ease the burden on states. 
Maggie supports expanding successful initiatives like the Transportation Infrastructure 
Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) program that provides federal loans to help finance 
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large-scale surface transportation projects, such as the recent low-interest federal loan 
to support the completion of the I-93 construction project in New Hampshire. 

Strengthen water infrastructure: Too often, infrastructure issues that are out of sight 
are also out of the minds of legislators and the public – until problems come up. The 
American Society of Civil Engineers gives America’s drinking water and wastewater 
systems grades of “D.” Strengthening water infrastructure and improving connections 
to public water systems can help address situations like the contaminants in the area 
surrounding Saint-Gobain in Southern New Hampshire. As Governor, Maggie helped 
fund delayed and deferred water and sewer projects and extended millions of dollars in 
low-interest drinking water and clean water loans to local communities. In the Senate, 
Maggie will promote efforts to regularly assess our infrastructure systems – especially 
those that are less visible – and proactively address concerns before they become full-
blown crises. 

Expand broadband access: Internet access is essential to participating in the 21st century 
economy, but too many Americans still lack broadband connections. That’s why in 
New Hampshire, Maggie helped launch the North Country Cell Service Initiative that 
combined public and private resources to help improve 4G cell and broadband service 
for communities in the North Country. In the Senate, Maggie will work to expand 
programs like this to help ensure that every business, home and community in New 
Hampshire can get connected. 

Protect net neutrality: A free and fair internet is essential to fostering innovation and 
helping start-ups and small businesses compete on an even playing field. The FCC 
recently stood up for net neutrality and against corporate special interests that are 
seeking to control the internet and decide who gets faster service and who gets left 
behind. Maggie will work to protect the FCC’s decision and stand up to special interests 
and their allies who are seeking to block net neutrality.
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A Fiscally Responsible Plan

As Governor, Maggie worked across party lines to enact two balanced budgets that 
protected critical economic priorities while holding the line against an income or sales 
tax, and she is continuing her fiscally responsible leadership with her Innovate NH 2.0 
plan. Instead of forcing the middle class to bear the burden, Governor Maggie Hassan 
believes that we should reform the tax code by cutting taxes for working families while 
closing corporate loopholes and asking those at the top to pay their fair share. 

Maggie’s fiscally responsible plan is paid for by eliminating special tax breaks for 
Wall Street and Big Oil, ending tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas, 
asking millionaires and billionaires to pay their fair share, and holding accountable 
corporations and wealthy individuals who aren’t paying their taxes. 

Eliminate special tax breaks for Big Oil, Wall Street and their lobbyists: Lobbyists have 
written special tax breaks into the tax code for themselves and their corporate special 
interest clients. These tax breaks allow lobbyists to deduct expenses at the local level, 
allow Wall Street financial institutions to defer taxes on foreign transactions and allow 
Big Oil to write off expenses for drilling and other costs despite their already large 
profits. Closing these corporate loopholes will make the tax code more fair and better 
aligned with our goals for a clean energy future. 

End tax breaks for companies shipping jobs overseas: Instead of protecting our workers, 
the tax code actually allows companies that ship jobs overseas to receive a tax break for 
doing so. By closing the loophole that allows companies to write off the costs of moving 
jobs and operations offshore, Maggie believes we can help American workers and keep 
good jobs here at home. And Maggie supports closing the loopholes that allow so-called 
“tax inversions” by American companies who avoid taxes by shifting their addresses to 
foreign countries. 

Require millionaires and billionaires to pay their fair share: Middle class workers should 
never pay higher tax rates than those at the very top, but that’s what happens for some 
taxpayers under our current system. Billionaire investor Warren Buffett famously pays 
a lower tax rate than his secretary – a policy that Buffett himself has called on Congress 
to end. Maggie believes we should implement the Buffett Rule to require those earning 
more than $1 million per year to pay at least the same tax rate as middle class families. 
She also believes that in order to strengthen and protect Social Security for years to 
come, the wealthiest Americans should pay a little more into the Social Security system 
while we ensure that we are protecting middle class families.
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Hold accountable corporations and wealthy individuals who aren’t paying their taxes: 
Under our current system, the federal government loses hundreds of billions of 
dollars in revenue each year when corporations and individuals under-report their tax 
liability or fail to pay what they owe under the law. Maggie supports taking steps to help 
ensure that all taxpayers and corporations are paying what they owe such as protecting 
whistleblowers, modernizing the government’s computer systems and providing better 
services to taxpayers in order to improve compliance. 

For more information about what
Maggie’s priorities will be in the U.S. Senate, visit:

www.maggiehassan.com/priorities

Paid for by Maggie for NH


